[Clinical pharmacology of analgesics: outlook and risks].
Despite that many drugs are available for pain treatment, many patients are still suffering because of wrong choice or wrong use of analgesics. Both are determined by the degree and the nature of pain to be treated. Non-opioid drugs, especially COX-2-inhibitors are extensively evaluated. If treatment with these drugs is not sufficient, opioids have to be used. Their efficiency is outstanding and their side effects are appropriate. However, doctors and nurses are still reluctant to use opioids because of overestimation of respiratory depression and addiction.